
FFRREEEE  OONNLLIINNEE  EEBBOOOOKKSS  
Free ebooks are not always easy to find. Many of the best online resources for free ebooks 
may require the user to register with the site in order to access an item. In many cases, 
free ebooks contained within a site which will also feature titles for purchase. Below are a 
list of websites which currently offer free ebooks for legal download to personal computers 
or portable devices. 
 
MOST POPULAR FREE EBOOK WEBSITES 
 
Gutenberg.org (www.gutenberg.org) – The most well-known and exclusively free 
collection of ebooks on the web contains an enormous collection of over 19,000 copyright 
free ebooks and a growing collection of audiobooks.  
  
Internet Archive (www.archive.org/details/texts) - Contains a wide range of fiction, 
popular children's books, historical texts and academic books which can all be downloaded 
for free. 
 
Openlibrary.org (www.openlibrary.org) – This site features a good majority of all ebooks 
within the public domain. Very user friendly. 
 
Manybooks.net (www.manybooks.net) – Offers nearly 30,000 titles of exclusively free 
ebooks which can be read in over a dozen languages. This site does require an online 
registration. 
 
Google Books (http://books.google.com) - Google has made many full-text ebooks 
available to users for free. But know that all “available” titles may not provide full access to 
the content. 
 
Google eBookstore (http://books.google.com/ebooks) – The Google eBookstore allows 
users to download ebooks to just about any device and facilitates the storage of a user’s 
items inside a digital cloud, or library. 
 
Barnes & Noble Nook Books (www.barnesandnoble.com/ebooks/index.asp) - Free ebooks 
are available through the Barnes & Noble website but registration with a credit card is 
required for access, even to free titles. The Nook streams books through EPUB which is a 
free and open ebook standard and so the actual nook device isn’t required for ebook 
downloads. 
 
Amazon.com eBooks (www.amazon.com/Kindle-eBooks/b?ie=UTF8&node=1286228011) 
– Amazon.com offers free ebooks through its website but registration with the site is 
required. Also, in order to view most of the free ebooks, users will need to download a 
“Kindle for PC” software device. Application and installation of this virtual Kindle is also free. 
 
The Literature Network (www.online-literature.net) – A very easy to use and easy to 
search website with virtually all the classics reproduced through HTML. No subscription is 
required to read the books on the web page but downloading full-text books to a device is 
not allowed. 
 
BEST OF THE REST 
 
Free-eBooks.net (www.free-ebooks.net) – A major source for free ebook downloads of all 
types of fiction and non-fiction books. A small registration is required and free downloads 
are limited to html, pdf, txt and apple formatting configurations. 
 
The Hathi Trust Digital Network (www.hathitrust.org) - HathiTrust is a partnership of 
major research institutions and libraries which preserve culturally significant documents for 
free distribution. Their “Public Collections” section contains a wide variety of readily 
available documents for immediate download. 
 
 

http://www.hathitrust.org/


 
Dailylit.com (www.dailylit.com) – Daily Lit allows users to access ebooks through RSS 
feeds or links fed to a user email. 
 
Scribd.com (www.scribd.com) – Scribd is a social publishing website where authors of 
ebooks, mostly without print equivalents, can be read for free. No registration is required. 
 
Obooko.com (www.obooko.com) – “Where every book you see is free.” Registration and 
email confirmation are required for this service although there are generally few restrictions 
or technical applications that are needed in order to begin reading. Their selection includes 
hundreds of fiction and non-fiction titles and all ebooks are downloadable to PDF format. 
 
Booktrope.com (www.booktrope.com) – Offers free ebooks that can be read online. A 
small registration is necessary by the user but no cost is required. 
 
Getfreeebooks.com (www.getfreeebooks.com) – A free ebooks site with mostly popular 
fiction and non-fiction titles, all of which are totally free and can be read online or 
downloaded to multiple portable devices.  
 
Onlinefreeebooks.net (www.onlinefreeebooks.net) – Provides links to various PDF 
formatted ebooks and technical manuals mostly within non-fiction categories. 
 
The Online Books Page (http://digital.library.upenn.edu/books/) – an academically 
sponsored site with over 25,000 free downloadable books 
 
Baen Free Library (www.baen.com/library) - a unique site with free ebook downloads of 
over 30,000 titles mostly within the science fiction novels 
 
Onlinecomputerbooks.com (www.onlinecomputerbooks.com) – Provides access to 
computer software manuals and programming language textbooks all free of charge. 
 
CK-12 Flexbooks (www.ck12.org/flexbook) – Features free online digital textbooks in 
math and science for grades PreK-12. Must be read online or through an Adobe reader. 
 
Openculture.com (www.openculture.com) – an extensive collection of free ebooks, 
audiobooks and digital media resources focusing on cultural education 
 
FREE DOWNLOADABLE AUDIOBOOKS 
 
Librivox.org (http://librivox.org) - Extensive collection of free audio books read by 
volunteers, their goal is to record every book in the public domain. All titles are available 
through RSS podcast and mp3 format. 
 
Booksshouldbefree.com (www.booksshouldbefree.com) – Contains many audiobooks 
read by volunteers which are in the public domain. All books can be legally downloaded 
using mp3 format to a personal computer or portable audio device. 
 
FREE W/ LIBRARY CARD 
 
Netlibrary* (www.netlibrary.com) – An ebook sharing program with literally hundreds of 
thousands of free, downloadable ebooks. *For this ebook site, users must use library 
computers for the purpose of reading ebooks online or register through TexShare databases 
at Moore Memorial Public Library in order to view ebooks at home.  


