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Crazy for the Storm: A Memoir of Survival / by Nor-
man Ollestad 
B OLLESTAD 
Norman Ollestad was only 11 when a plane carry-
ing his father, his father’s girlfriend Sandra and 
himself crashed in the Sierra Mountains, killing his 
father, the pilot and Sandra and leaving Norman 
alone in the forbidding wilderness. Though used to 
extreme conditions and experienced woodsman 
thanks to his father’s adventure-loving lifestyle, 
Norman faced his toughest test to date in trying to 
survive the crash. 
 
Down Around Midnight: A Memoir of Crash and Sur-
vival / by Robert Sabbag 
B SABBAG 
Sabbag was one of eight passengers and crew who 
survived a 1979 plane crash in the Cape Cod woods 
in Massachusetts. His recounting of the story thirty 
years later retells of the events surrounding both 
the crash and the rescue effort following the acci-
dent. This is a great psychological investigation of 
an event which shook the rescuers perhaps every 
bit as much as the survivors. 

SURVIVAL SURVIVAL 
MEMOIRSMEMOIRS  

TRUE TALES OFTRUE TALES OFTRUE TALES OF   
WILDERNESSWILDERNESSWILDERNESS   

SURVIVALSURVIVALSURVIVAL   

MOORE MEMORIAL 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 

1701 9TH AVENUE NORTH 
TEXAS CITY, TX 77590 
PH: 409-643-5975 
FAX: 409-948-1106 
www.texascity-library.org 
email: dstuart@texas-city-tx.org 

Sea Venture: Shipwreck, Survival, and the Salvation 
of the First English Colony in the New World / by 
Kieran Doherty 
973.21 DOHERTY 
In Jamestown, illness and harsh conditions had dwin-
dled the burgeoning township of over 500 settlers 
to a meager 50 by the time rescue aid arrived on-
board the cargo ship Sea Venture; and yet the ship's 
tale of perseverance through adversity had been as 
harrowing as that of the fledgling colony. Origi-
nally the flagship at the helm of 9 smaller frigates 
embarking for North America, all was nearly lost 
when a vicious storm obliterated the fleet, destroy-
ing all the subsidiary vessels and only sparing the 
Sea Venture when it washed ashore at Bermuda. 
Even then it would be a ten month hiatus before the 
voyage could successfully be re-engaged and the 
rescue mission completed.  
 
Desperate Passage: The Donner’s Party’s Perilous 
Journey West / by Ethan Rarick 
979.437 RARICK 
The promise of prosperity and sunshine in California 
was more than enough to convince thousands of pio-
neers to endure the harsh conditions of America’s 
western frontier. But in 1846, the Donner-Reed 
wagon train fell behind schedule and was eventu-
ally stranded in the Sierra Nevada mountains where 
resorting to savage means became their only chance 
at survival. 
 
A Wall of White: The True Story of Heroism and Sur-
vival in the Face of a Deadly Avalanche / by Jennifer 
Woodlief 
979.438 WOODLIEF 
In 1982, an avalanche at a ski resort near Lake Ta-
hoe killed seven people and stranded one woman in 
the snow. Author Jennifer Woodlief tells the amaz-
ing story of the team of rescuers who worked fever-
ishly to free her, risking their own lives as well as 
the trapped individual’s, finally managing to succeed 
against incalculable odds.  
 
Arctic Homestead: The True Story of One Family’s 
Survival and Courage in the Alaskan Wilds / by 
Norma Cobb & Charles W. Sasser 
979.87 COBB 
In 1973, Norma Cobb and her family including hus-
band Lester and their five children all under the 
age of ten made a land claim through the Homestead 
Act and resettled themselves in the north Alaskan 
wilderness where grizzly bears outnumbered hu-
mans 18 to 1. They barely survived with their lives in 
the first year and continued to have to fight against 
the elements and ornery natives in the early days of 
their homestead. 
 
Miracle in the Andes: 72 Days On The Mountain and 
My Long Trek Home / by Nando Parrado 
982.6 PARRADO 
This personalized memoir chronicles the legendary 
1972 plane crash of a Uruguayan Rugby team in the 
Peruvian Andes and their harrowing tale of sur-
vival. Stranded for nearly two and a half months, 
those that survived the crash were forced to turn 
to cannibalism in order to last out the terrifying 
ordeal before a rescue effort finally found them. 

AND DON’T MISS THESE . . . 
Murder in the High Himalayas: Loyalty, Tragedy and Es-
cape from Tibet / by Jonathan Green 
323.0440922 GREEN 
 
On Thin Ice: Breakdowns, Whiteouts and Survival on the 
World’s Deadliest Roads / by Hugh Rowland w/ Michael 
Lent 
388.324092 ROWLAND 
 
Into Thin Air: A Personal Account of the Mount Everest 
Disaster / by John Krakauer 
759.522 KRAKAUER 
 
The Tiger: A True Story of Vengeance and Survival / by 
John Vaillant 
599.75609577 VALLANT 
 
Ship of Ghosts: The Story of the USS Houston, FDR’s Legen-
dary Lost Cruiser, and the Epic Saga of Her Survivors / by 
James D. Hornfischer 
940.542598 HORNFISC 
 
The Mapmaker’s Wife: A True Tale of Love, Murder and 
Survival in the Amazon / by Robert Whitaker 
B GODINDES 



On the Edge of Survival: A Shipwreck, a Rag-
ing Storm, and the Harrowing Alaskan Res-
cue that became a Legend / by Spike Walker 
910.916434 WALKER 
In the rough Alaskan seas, a Malaysian 
cargo ship ran aground during a particu-
larly brutal storm. The crew along with the 
rescuers from the coast guard would un-
dergo one of the most death defying feats 
of survival before it was all finished and 
all were able to make it back to safety. 
 
The Finest Hours: The True Story of the US 
Coast Guard’s Most Daring Sea Rescue / by 
Michael J. Tougias & Casey Sherman 
910.916346 TOUGIAS 
In 1952, one of the most powerful Atlantic 
storms on record dismantled two rickety 
Naval vessels which had radioed a distress 
signal just in time. The swiftly disintegrat-
ing ships forced the coast guard rescue mis-
sion, of which both authors were a part of, 
to perform four individual search and res-
cue campaigns to retrieve the stranded 
crews. All braved the powerful maelstrom, 
very much risking their own lives to safely 
bring each man back to safety. 
 
The Wreck of the Medusa: The Most Famous 
Sea Disaster of the Nineteenth Century / by 
Jonathan Miles 
910.916375 MILES 
Arguably the worst shipwreck prior to the 
Titanic and certainly one of the most (in)
famous sea disasters ever, the 1816 de-
struction of the French naval vessel Me-
duse was nothing if not a testament to the 
corruption and incompetence of man pitted 
against the forceful brutality of nature. 
The wreck and subsequent sinking of the 
ship near the west African coastline was 
only the beginning. What followed in the 
hours, days and weeks aboard the crew's 
one lifeboat and a makeshift life raft of 150 
mutinied passengers would be one of the 
most excruciating survival experiences ever 
recorded. 
 
Ten Degrees of Reckoning: The True Story 
of a Family’s Love and the Will to Survive / 
by Hester Rumberg 
910.916479 RUMBERG 
In 1993, Americans Judith and Michael 
Sleavin and their two children set sail for a 
trip around the world. But one night, a 
freighter crashed into their little skiff and 
changed their lives forever. Judith and her 
family’s true story of survival, love, loss, 
and heartache is a remarkable tale. 

Death On The Barrens: A True Story of 
Courage and Tragedy on the Canadian Arc-
tic / by George Grinnell 
917.904633 GRINNELL 
In 1955, six young men including author 
Grinnell set forth on a canoe voyage in a 
largely uncharted portion of the Cana-
dian arctic. When their guide and the only 
wilderness-ready member of their party 
died of hypothermia, Grinnell and his com-
panions feared the worst as they found 
themselves lost, out of provisions and lit-
erally freezing to death. 
 
Lost in the Amazon / by Stephen 
Kirkpatrick as told by Marlo Carter 
Kirkpatrick 
918.5 KIRKPATR 
In 1995, scientist Stephen Kirkpatrick and 
a five-man expedition set off into the re-
mote jungles of the Peruvian Amazon to 
document an area of rainforest. Within 
hours of their departure, the team became 
hopelessly lost. for a period of several 
weeks, they endured everything the jungle 
landscape threw at them in an attempt to 
find their way back to civilization, learn-
ing as they went that survival is not just 
physical, but a mental and spiritual chal-
lenge as well. 
 
Island of the Lost: Shipwrecked at the 
Edge of the World / by Joan Druett 
919.399 DRUETT 
In 1864, Captain Thomas Musgrave and his 
crew of four were aboard the HMS Graf-
ton when it shipwrecked on Auckland Is-
land, a barren isolated place south of 
New Zealand. With little means and limited 
provisions, Capt. Musgrave and the crew 
built a cabin, forged for food and suste-
nance and survived as best they could un-
til hope arrived in a most remarkable way. 
 
The Lost Men: The Harrowing Saga of 
Shackleton’s Ross Sea Expedition / by 
Kelly Tyler-Lewis 
919.8904 TYLERLEW 
In 1914, Ernest Shackleton sailed south to 
explore Antarctica only to run into some 
trouble. His mayday brought in the Ross 
Sea party, a support and rescue operation.  
Yet everything went tragically wrong 
when the Ross Sea ship was lost in a storm 
off the Antarctic coast, leaving ten men 
marooned on the land with preciously few 
provisions and little hope of survival. 

Halsey’s Typhoon: The True Story of a Fight-
ing Admiral, an Epic Storm, and an Untold 
Rescue / by Bob Drury and Tom Clavin 
940.545973 DRURY 
In 1944, at the height of the World War II in 
the Pacific Theater,  the US Fleet had just 
departed the Philippines only to run into a 
monstrous typhoon which sank three battle-
ships and cost the lives of over 800 sailors. 
Only years later is it recollected in horrid 
detail by Drury, one of the survivors, who 
along with Clavin present an extensive 
amount of interviews and testimonials about 
on this deadly event. 
 
Looking for Mr. Smith: Seeking the Truth Be-
hind the Long Walk, the Greatest Survival 
Story Ever Told / by Linda Willis 
940.5472 WILLIS 
In 1941, eight Polish prisoners of war and 
one American engineer managed to escape 
from a Siberian Gulag and find freedom in 
India after walking south for several thou-
sand miles. Though details of this astound-
ing escape have been called into question, 
Willis, the author, takes a closer examina-
tion of the incident’s surrounding details 
and major players involved including the 
awkward presence of the lone American 
known only as Mr. Smith. 
 
Lone Survivor: The Eyewitness Account of 
Operation Redwing and the Lost Heroes of 
Seal Team 10 / by Marcus Luttrell; w/ Pat-
rick Robinson 
958.1047 LUTTRELL 
When Navy Seal Marcus Luttrell and four 
other Navy Seals embarked on a covert mis-
sion to capture a Taliban agent, they knew it 
would be dangerous. But it was also deadly. 
Luttrell was the only one to survive an am-
bush and, alone in the Afghanistan moun-
tains, he crawled wounded for seven days 
until a native tribe found him and gave him 
refuge until a rescue came. 
 
Hero Found: The Greatest POW Escape of 
the Vietnam War / by Bruce Henderson 
959.70437 HENDERSO 
Very, very few allied POW’s ever success-
fully escaped from Viet Cong prison camps 
during the Vietnam War. German-born Dieter 
Dengler was one of them. He was the only 
survivor from an original group of 23 escap-
ees who had survived capture, evaded the 
North Vietnamese and, perhaps most treach-
erous of all, managed to stave off the natu-
ral elements of the South Asian jungle be-
fore being rescued. 


