
Moore 

M oore Memorial Public 
Library has hundreds 

of photographs relating to 
the 1947 Texas City Disas-
ter, but most of those pho-
tographs are fragile and 
cannot be safely handled by 
the many people who would 
like to look at them.  Now 
many of these photographs 
are just a few mouse clicks 
away on the Internet, due to a 
recent Portal to Texas History 
grant received by the Library.   
 

Digitization of approximately 
350 photographs in the 1947 
Texas City Disaster Collection, 
and development of the data-
base search structure, was 
performed by the Digital Pro-
jects Unit of the University of 
North Texas Libraries and 
made possible by grant fund-
ing from the Summerlee Foun-
dation.  Moore Memorial Li-
brary staff selected the photo-
graphs to be used and created 
the metadata to allow the ma-
terials to be accessed.   
 

Photographs may be searched 
by various categories and are 
viewable in enlarged format.  

Texas City Disaster Photos and Lesson Plans Now on 
the Web 
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  M O O R E  T I M E SM O O R E  T I M E S   

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

D I S A S T E R  S T O R Y  
C O N T I N U E D  2  
N E W  G E N E A L O G Y      
C D  R O M S  2  
N E W S  B R I E F S  2  
S T O R Y  T I M E S  3  
C O M P U T E R  
C L A S S E S  3  
T I M E - O U T       
S O F T W A R E  4  
G A L V E S T O N  
C O U N T Y  R E A D S  4  
O R I G A M I      
W O R K S H O P  5  
T E E N  R E A D  W E E K  5  
S P O T L I G H T  O N  
B O O K  &  W E B S I T E  5  
F R I E N D S  I N F O  6  

www.texascity-library.org 

They may be printed for educational 
use, school reports, and other similar 
purposes.   
 

 

 

See Disaster continued on page 2. 

 

Above:  A nurse in a make-

shift hospital comforts a 

victim of the 1947 Texas City 

Disaster. 

  

Above:  The ruined Wilson B. Keene listing 

badly in Main Slip after the 1947 explosions 

of the Texas City Disaster. 

To access these photographs, 
just follow these easy steps: 

• Point your browser to             
http://texashistory.unt.edu 

• Select Researcher’s Portal 

• Type the word “disaster” into 
the search box 

• Choose Moore Memorial Pub-
lic Library from the pull-down 
menu labeled “Institution” 

• Click Search 



Combining parts of the oral histories 
taken from Disaster survivors, with pho-
tographs from the collection, professional 
educators and University of North Texas 
staff have also created lesson plans of 
the Texas City Disaster for students in 
4th and 7th grade Texas history classes.  
The curriculum units can be shown in the 
classroom or downloaded and printed in 
Adobe PDF or Microsoft Word format.  
They incorporate multiple aspects of the 
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 
(TEKS) for teaching Texas history, and 
include links to further information and 
related websites. 

To access these lesson plans: 

• Go to http://texashistory.unt.edu 

• Select Portal Services for Educa-
tors 

• Select Primary Source Adventures 

• Select Texas City Disaster 

 

Moore Memorial staff encourages 
viewers of the photographs or lesson 
plans to contact Library Director Beth 
Ryker Steiner if they have questions, 
comments or additional information.  
Call (409) 643-5970 or email 
esteiner@texas-city-tx.org 

D I S A S T E R  

N E W S  B R I E F S  

M oore Memo-
rial Public Li-

brary now has exten-
sive genealogical 
information on Hu-
guenot families, 
thanks to a gener-
ous gift from a local 
genealogical organi-
zation.  The Texas 
City Ancestry Search-
ers has graciously 
donated 12 CD-
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ROMs, containing 
48 volumes of pub-
lications of genea-
logical records, 
compiled by the Hu-
guenot Society of 
Great Britain and 
Ireland.  The pur-
chase of these ma-
terials, part of the 
Huguenot Society’s 
Quarto Series, was 
made possible by a 

 

G O O D  N E W S  F O R  G E N E A L O G Y  E N T H U S I A S T S !  

LIBRARY HOLIDAY CLOSINGS: 
The library will be closed on the 

following dates: 

• Nov. 23-25 for Thanksgiving 

        Nov. 22 library closes at 6 PM 

• Dec.25-26 for Christmas 

         Dec. 18-22 library closes at  

        6 PM 

• Jan. 1 for New Year’s Day  

ADULT BOOK CLUB: “Book Bits” 

adult book club continues to meet 

on the first Wednesday of each 

month at 2 p.m. The informal 

group setting allows readers to 

share new & old print favorites, 

discuss controversial titles, com-

pare favorite authors and more. 

The group will meet on: 

• Oct. 4 

• Nov. 1 

• Dec. 6 

FAFSA APPLICATIONS: The li-

brary has FAFSA (Free Application 

for Federal Student Aid) applica-
tions for the fall of 2007 and 
FAFSA On The Web Worksheets 
2006-2007.  These forms are for 
those entering and continuing 
college, and who are applying for 
financial aid.  They are located 
across from the Reference Desk. 

Continued from Page 1 

contribution to the 
Ancestry Searchers 
by the Huguenot Soci-
ety of Houston.  
These materials have 
been added to the 
Moore Memorial Li-
brary catalog, and are 
now available for use 
in the library.  Please 
ask at the Reference 
Desk. 

Above:  CD ROMs compiled by 

the Huguenot Society of Great 

Britain and Ireland. 
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T O D D L E R I F I C  S T O R Y  T I M E  

T oddlerific Story 

Time for ages 1-2 

will continue through 

the months of October 

and November in the 

Holland Meeting Room 

at Moore Memorial Pub-

lic Library.  This pro-

gram is held every 

Thursday morning at 

10:00 a.m.  The Tod-

dlerific program lasts 

approximately 20 min-

utes.  This language-

enrichment program 

features simple stories, 

rhymes, songs, and fin-

ger plays.   
 

For more information, 

please call (409) 643-

5966. 

P R E S C H O O L  S T O R Y  T I M E  

P reschool Story Time for ages 3-5 will continue through 

the months of October and November.  They are held 

each Wednesday morning at 10:00 a.m. in the Holland 

Meeting Room and lasts approximately 40 minutes.  Story 

time  features stories, finger plays, action rhymes, songs, 

crafts, sign language, alphabet, and more.  Groups of more 

than six children need to call and make special accommo-

dations.   
 

For more information,  please call (409) 643-5966. 

F R E E  C O M P U T E R  C L A S S E S  

M oore Memorial Public 

Library is offering an-

other series of free Computer 

Classes.  These classes focus 

on Internet searching and ap-

plications and build on skills 

learned in the basic computer 

classes the library offered in 

August and September.  All 

classes begin at 10 AM at the 

library in the Holland Meeting 

Room and will run approxi-

mately an hour and a half.  

Classes are free but space is 

limited and registration is re-

quired.  To register or for 

more information please call 

(409) 643-5977. 

Free Computer Classes 
 

“Basic Internet Applications” 
Friday, October 27 at 10 AM 

 

“Beginner’s Internet Searching” 
Friday, November 3 at 10 AM 

 

“Intermediate Internet Searching” 
Friday, November 10 at 10 AM 

Right:  Reagan 

Musick and her 

grandfather 

Manuel Garcia 

get ready for 

great stories at 

Toddlerific Story 

Time. 

Above:  Toddlers and their grownups enjoy Toddlerific Story Time 
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N E W  T I M E - O U T  S O F T W A R E  O N  P U B L I C  I N T E R N E T  
C O M P U T E R S  

N I C K E L  A N D  D I M E D  C H O S E N  A S  T H E  N E W   

G A L V E S T O N  C O U N T Y  R E A D S  B O O K  

M oore Memorial Public Library now has 

automatic time-out software.  It was in-

stalled on all public Internet computers on Mon-

day, August 14.  The software displays  the maxi-

mum time the user has remaining at the top of 

the computer screen.  When the user has three 

minutes left, a message appears prompting the 

user to save their work.  The computer software 

does not allow work to be saved on the computer 

so it is imperative that work be saved on an exter-

nal device such as a floppy disk, flash drive, and/

or a CD.  Floppy disks and CDs are available for 

purchase for $1.00 at the Reference Desk.    

Patron reaction has been mainly positive about 

the management software because it helps users 

manage their time and prioritize Internet search-

ing. 

ing her job as a journal-

ist and attempting  to 

survive on $7 an hour 

through employment in 

a series of working 

class jobs.   

It is expected that the 

book will generate lots 

of interesting discus-

sions and provoke 

thought about the di-

lemmas that many 

Americans face while 

trying to survive in to-

day’s working world.  

The library now has 21 

copies of the new Gal-

veston County Reads 

Book for 2007 available 

for checkout at the Cir-

culation Desk.  Moore 

Memorial Public Library 

will have their book dis-

cussion on Tuesday, 

January 23 at 7 PM in 

the Holland Meeting 

Room.  Other events 

taking place within Gal-

veston County consist 

of a talk with English 

professors, a play, and 

a Community Response.  

Contact the Library at 

(409) 949-3008 for 

more information and 

check the library’s web-

site at  

http://www.texascity-library.org 

for future events in 

early 2007.  

Above:  The new time-out software displays how 

much time a user has remaining. 

N ickel and Dimed:  On 
(Not) Getting By In 

America by Barbara Ehren-

reich is a nonfiction book 

chronicling  the author leav-
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The Handbook of 
Texas Online 
http://
www.tsha.utexas.edu/
handbook/online 

The Handbook  of Texas 
Online is a multidiscipli-
nary encyclopedia of 
Texas history, geography, 
and culture.  It com-
prises more than 23,000 
articles on people, 
places events, historical 
themes, institutions, and 
a host of other topic 
categories.  The scope is 
broad and inclusive, de-
signed to provide read-
ers with concise, authori-
tative, and accessible 

S P O T L I G H T   
O N  A  B O O K  A N D  W E B S I T E  

H O L I D A Y  O R I G A M I  W O R K S H O P S  

A dd a little zest to your 
holiday packages and 

cards with origami holiday 
do-dads made by...you!  
Come have fun and paper 
fold holiday shapes at the 
library.  Both Origami Work-
shops will last an hour and 

will take place in the Hol-
land Meeting Room.  No 
sign up is required.  Work-
shop is on a first come first 
served basis. 

For more information 
please call (409) 949-
3008. 

Origami Workshops 

Adults 
Tuesday, Nov. 7 @ 10 AM 

 

Children Ages 6 and up 
Tuesday, Nov. 21@ 2 PM 

N A T I O N A L  T E E N  R E A D  W E E K :  O C T O B E R  1 6 - 2 1  

C alling all teens!  Come 
into the library during 

the week of October 16 
through the 21 and enter 
a drawing to win a free 
new Young Adult book.  
No checking books out or 
logging reading hours 
required!  This year Teen 
Read Week’s theme is 
Get Active @ Your Library 

and Moore Memorial Public 
Library would like to invite all 
teens interested in serving 
on a teen advisory board to 
come sign up.  The advisory 
board will meet once a 
month and teens serving on 
the board will be able recom-
mend Young Adult titles, ma-
terials for purchase, and 
plan programs at Moore Me-

morial Public Library.  Teens 
participating will also receive 
volunteer hours for National 
Honor Societies or College 
Applications. 

articles that provide fac-
tual, nonpartisan ac-
counts of virtually every 
aspect of Texas history 
and culture.  The Hand-
book of Texas Online was 
created by the Texas 
State Historical Associa-
tion with the partnership 
of the College of Liberal 
Arts and the General Li-
braries at the University of 
Texas in Austin. 

The White 
By Deborah Larsen 

It started out like any 
other day for ten-year-old 
pioneer Mary Jemison 
who was sent to weed the 

family’s corn field on a 
hot summer day.  But 
this day became the 
turning point in her life, 
as Mary and her family 
were captured by raid-
ing Shawnee warriors 
trying to drive the white 
settlers out of Pennsyl-
vania in the late 
1700’s.  Followed by 
angry settlers trying to 
retrieve the captives, 
only Mary and her 
brother survived the 
forced march.  Mary 
was soon sold to two 
Seneca sisters, who 
adopted her into their 
family as a replacement 

for a brother killed earlier 
in the war against the 
settlers.  Over time, Mary 
was assimilated into Se-
neca life, married twice 
and raised a family, but 
always straddled both 
worlds, never truly white 
or Indian.   This book is a 
fictionalized biography of 
Mary’s life, based on ac-
tual historical interviews 
that were conducted with 
her later in life.  It is accu-
rate, touching and 
thought-provoking, and 
provides a heart-rending 
look at the lives of indi-
viduals caught between 
two opposing worlds. 



Friends Membership Form 

Please return this form, along with your payment, to Friends of                                                                                         

Moore Memorial PL, 1701 9th Avenue North, Texas City, TX 77590.                                                                                     

Thank you for supporting the library. 

 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

Please make checks payable to Friends of MMPL. 

Name_________________________Address_____________________                                                                                  

_____________________City/StateZip__________________________                     

___________________________Phone__________________________ 

The Friends’ dues for calendar year 2007 (Jan. 1, 2007 through Dec. 

31, 2007) are the following: 

 

Moore Memorial Public Library                                                

1701 9th Avenue North                                                                

Texas City, Texas 77590 

If you would like to receive this newslet-
ter electronically through Email please 
send Amelia a message at: 
achau@texas-city-tx.org 

Individual ($10) ___ 

Family ($25) ___ 

Senior Citizen 60+($5) ___ 

Student ($5) ___ 

Sustaining ($50) ___ 

Valued Friend ($100) ___ 

Life Member ($1,000) ____ 

* Note rate change 

in membership 

prices. 

Above:  One of Moore Memorial Public 

Library’s littlest readers enjoys a book 

while her parents use the Internet. 


