
TEXAS CITY READS!!!  
SATURDAY, JUNE 21st @ 11 AM 

 
Charley Wilson’s War: The Extraordinary Story of the 
Largest Covert Operation in History /  
by George Crile   958.1045 CRILE 

Despite all the publicity concerning his reputation as a playboy, 
there was no denying that Charlie Wilson’s patriotism. In fact, the 
Texas congressman was so much a walking contradiction that few 
suspected the sharp-minded visionary hidden behind a raw-edged 
exterior which would ultimately mastermind the operation of the 
century. In the wake of Watergate and the Vietnam debacle, America 
under the Carter administration was losing face.  

When the Soviets invaded the third-world country of 
Afghanistan with little western opposition, Wilson (with the help of a   
Houston socialite and a CIA renegade) took matters into his own 
hands, personally orchestrating the federal funding and military 
backing needed to turn the tide in Afghanistan. Wilson’s personalized 
‘war’ would ultimately turn out to spearhead events which led to the 
Soviet Union’s implosion and downfall of communism. In this book chronicling this 
outrageously wild—but true—story of one man wagging the dog by the tail, Crile 
portrays the dynamic life of Charlie Wilson and the world he changed. 
 
OTHER TITLES: 
 
Ghost wars : the secret history of the 
CIA,  
Afghanistan, and bin Laden, from the 
Soviet  
invasion to September 10, 2001 / by 
Steve Coll. 
958.104 COLL 
 
First In: an Insider’s Account of how 
the CIA  
Spearheaded the War on Terror in 
Afghanistan   
by Gary C. Schroen 
958.1046 SCHROEN 
 

The Age of Reagan: a history, 1974 – 
2008 / by Sean Wilentz 
973.927 WILENTZ 
 
The Afghan / by Frederick Forsyth 
FIC FORSYTH 
 
The True Story of Charlie Wilson 
[videorecording] 
DVD 958.1045 TRUE 
 
Charlie Wilson’s War [videorecording] 
DVD CHARLIE 
*movie starring Tom Hanks and Julia Roberts 
 
Rambo III [videorecording] 
DVD RAMBO 

 
***REFRESHMENTS WILL BE PROVIDED AND 
ADDITIONAL COPIES OF THE BOOK WILL BE 
AVAILABLE FOR THOSE WISHING TO READ THE BOOK 
PRIOR TO THE JUNE 21 DATE 


